
SOMEWHERE OUT THERE, right now, a madman 

named Eugene Tsui is designing buildings. If we 

don’t stop him, the world may soon be popu-

lated by houses and civic structures stranger 

than science fiction. Imagine if Henry Darger, 

Hieronymus Bosch and Dr. Seuss formed an 

architectural design firm, and you might have 

some idea what I’m getting at. 
I was introduced to the work of this self-styled Evolutionary Architect by 

M, aka the Zen Master of Hacking, one of the senior Noisebridge wizards, 

who asked me to look at a number of photos of fantastic-looking structures 

and try to determine which were real and which were figments of an alien 

imagination. Among them were the Gherkin (30 St Mary Axe),the Marin Civic 

Center designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, and - most curious of all - the so-

called Mermaid House by Eugene Tsui: all of them real, existing structures 
in London, San Rafael 

and Berkeley, re-

spectively. Instantly 

intrigued, I found 

Tsui’s website - 

www.tdrinc.com - and 

read about the fa-

mous house at 2747 

Matthews Street that 

he had designed and 

constructed - for a to-

tal cost of $250,000, in 

1995 dollars - in imita-

tion of the tardigrade, 

which he deemed ““the 

world’s most indestruc-

tible living creature.”

Indeed, as alien and far out and Space Age Squared as Tsui’s designs may 

look at first blush, they are in fact very much of this world: deliberately 

and meticulously modeled on forms and structures found in nature right 

here on Planet Earth. Such as the Crescent Moon building pictured at the 

lower right (Dubai), or the 2-mile-high Ultima Tower - not yet built, design 

shown on the next page - which Tsui based on the incredibly tall and vir-

tually indestructible termite mounds of Africa. Look at these buildings long 

enough and, if you’re anything like me, they

 

sure enough start to look perfectly natural: 

exciting and familiar at the same time, far 

more imaginative than most of our cookie-

cutter blocks and boxes and rectangular 

stacks, and yet actually requiring not imagi-

nation so much as the diligence and astute-

ness to copy the craft of the Master De-

signer: Mother Nature, herself.
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                   UnZiP Your Imagination


